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Everything You Need to Know About Beekeeping in 

Wisconsin: 

 h/p://www.wihoney.org/ 

 

Wisconsin Dept. of Agriculture, Trade  

and Consumer Protec4on: Bees & Honey: 

h/ps://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/

BeekeepingAndPollinators.aspx 

 

Beehive Safety Informa4on: 

h/p://offgridsurvival.com/beekeeping/ 

 

 

Benefits of Beekeeping: 

h/p://easilygrowngarden.com/benefits-of-beekeeping/ 

 

The Community Development  

Department’s sustainability page: 

h/p://www.foxcrossingwi.gov/departments/community-

development/sustainability/ 

 

Healthier and be
er tas�ng honey: 

• Compared to store bought honey, raw honey is  

healthier and be/er tas4ng because it maintains   

pollens,  enzymes, and nutrients that are lost in 

store bought honey and you won’t have to pay for 

it! 

 

They can be a benefit to your garden:  

• Honeybees are cri4cal pollinators for flowers, fruits, 

and  vegetables. 

• Most of the vegetables we eat are pollinated by    

honeybees and even the vegetables capable of       

self-pollina4on tend to produce greater quan44es 

when pollinated by honeybees. 

 

The many uses of beeswax: 

• Beeswax can be used to make candles, hair care  

products, lip balms, and shoe and wood polishes, 

just to name a few! 

 

Health benefits: 

• Honey has been used for centuries to cure sore 

throats. 

• Bee pollen has been known to be a natural remedy 

for allergies and other ailments. Because the pollen 

comes from local plants in the area, it works on     

allergies from those same local sources. 

 

Deterrent of harmful bees: 

• Honeybees are surprisingly useful for the deter-

rence of harmful bees like the wasp. Wasps are less        

a/racted to areas where other bees exist. 
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Should you choose to prac4ce beekeeping, the Village’s Zoning 

Ordinance outlines the following rules and defini4ons. Please 

note that these pertaining sec4ons have been paraphrased. 

Zoning: 

• The requirements of this sec4on apply to all proper4es 

within the town except those zoned agriculture. Check 

the Village’s Zoning Map to see what your residence is 

zoned  

• Zoning map can be found under Resources/GIS at 

h/ps://www.foxcrossingwi.gov/  

Requirements: 

435.7-162 Beekeeping: Special Standards for Accessory Land 

Uses describes the Village’s standards for beekeeping 

(paraphrased). 

• Number of Hives Allowed on Lot:  

• Less than 1 acre = max. 2 hives 

• 1 to 4 acres = max. 6 hives 

• Water: Beekeeper must supply a convenient source of 

water for bees.  

• Flyway Barrier: Any hive 25’ from property line shall have 

a minimum 6’ flyway barrier. 

• Setbacks from property lines:  

• Front = 30’, Side = 10’, Rear= 5’ 

• AbuMng Residen4al Dwelling = 25’, 

• Public Sidewalk/Trail = 25’. 

• If hive is found not in compliance with  Ar4cle, the hive 

can be ordered to be removed. 

 

 

Selec�ng a breed: 

• Domes4c strains of honeybees have been selec4vely 

bred for desirable traits so that they can be kept with-

in populated areas and in  reasonable densi4es, with-

out causing a nuisance if the bees are properly located 

and carefully managed. The three most common 

breeds of honeybees found in the United States are 

the Italian, Caucasian, and Carniolan. 

Research: 

• Take the 4me to research beekeeping online, there 

are plenty of fantas4c websites that can inform you 

on how and where to buy bees, star4ng your first 

hive, hive maintenance,   harves4ng honey, beeswax, 

and more. We recommend star4ng with a few of the 

sites on the back of this brochure! There are also 

great books on beekeeping like David Woo/on’s    

Beekeeping: A Novice’s Guide and James Dearsley’s 

From A to Bee that catalogues his first year as a      

beekeeper. 

A
end a Training Course: 

• Many experts recommend a/ending a local training 

course before you purchase your first  colony of    

honeybees. Doing so will give you the proper      

knowledge and techniques necessary for successful 

beekeeping.  

• Let It Bee Inc. in Greenville, WI offers a variety of bee-

keeping classes. Including field days and workshops 

designed to help you become a more knowledgeable 

and be/er beekeeper.  

h/ps://www.le4tbeeinc.com/products/beginner-

beekeeping-class 

Join an Organiza�on: 

• Joining a local beekeeping associa4on may also be of 

great help. It will put you in contact with people that 

have the same interests as you and could also be a 

first-hand contact if any ques4ons or problems arise 

while you start your first hive! 

• Find your local bee source at www.beesource.com or 

www.beemaster.com 
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1. Outer Cover - Keeps the whole hive dry. Similar to 

a roof on a house. 

2. Inner Cover -  Contains a bee escape, which is   

Important when collec4ng honey. This board gets 

placed below the honey super, causing the workers 

to move into the brooding  chamber but stopping 

them from moving back up toward you. 

3. Shallow/Honey Super - Where the honey is stored. 

4. Queen Excluder - Allows only worker bees to pass 

through, keeping the queen and drones away from 

the honey. 

5. Frames - Where honeycomb is created and honey 

is collected. 

6. Founda�on - An ar4ficial comb that encourages the 

bees to produce more honeycomb. 

7. Rood Chamber - Where the queen and drones 

birth new bees. 

8. Entrance Cleat - How the bees get into the hive in 

the winter (rather than using a reversible            

bo/om board). 

9. Bo
om Board - What the hive is placed on. A     

reversible bo/om board has two rims: a short one 

for winter and a tall one for summer. 
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