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Healthier and better tasting eggs 

 Compared to store bought eggs, backyard 
eggs contain 1/3 the cholesterol, 1/4 less  
saturated fat, 3 times more vitamin E, and 7 
times more Beta Carotene, among many other 
nutritional advantages.   

 

They can be a benefit to your yard 

 Chickens eat weeds, bugs and other pests, 
making your yard more beautiful and  
enjoyable. 

 

Chicken manure produces excellent fertilizer  

 Chicken manure has great levels of  
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. Just  
compost the manure and watch your yard 
thrive. 

 

Raising chickens can be fun and educational 

 Chickens are a great source of  
entertainment; chickens have robust  
personalities  and can easily become pets. Also, 
children (and adults) will develop a more  
intimate connection with their foods and its 
source, and develop responsibility as they care 
for the chickens. 

 

Sustainable and ethical applications 

 Table scraps can be fed to the chickens, 
and their waste can then be turned into  
fertilizer, thus both reducing waste (table 
scraps) and consumption (buying fertilizer). 

 By eating backyard eggs you are not  
supporting factory chicken farms, where  
chickens produce their eggs in less favorable 
conditions. 

Why Raise Chickens? 

Chickens 
Additional Resources 

Comprehensive resource about  

raising backyard chickens: 

www.backyardchickens.com/ 

 

 

Mint.com’s balanced look at the  

financial side of backyard chickens: 

 www.mint.com/blog/trends/urban-chickens-

frugal-fad-or-pricey-pastime-082011/  

 

 

Wisconsin Dept. of Agriculture, Trade  

and Consumer Protection’s registration site: 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/

PremisesRegistration.aspx  

 

Information on raising chickens from Madison, 

WI. Great connections to local resources. 

madcitychickens.com/  

 

 

Resources and links to many related sites: 

www.beginningfarmers.org/information-about-

raising-chickens  

 

 

Information and products: 

www.mypetchicken.com/ 

 

 

The Community Development  

Department’s sustainability page: 

http://www.foxcrossingwi.gov/departments/

community-development/sustainability/  
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http://www.beginningfarmers.org/information-about-raising-chickens
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 Should you choose to raise backyard chick-
ens, the Village of Fox Crossing Zoning Ordi-
nance outlines the following rules and defini-
tions. Please note that these pertaining sections 
have been paraphrased. 

 Backyard chickens are defined as “a place 
where chickens are kept for the use and  
enjoyment of those living on the premises, but 
not for commercial purposes.”  

 
Zoning 

 The only residential zonings not  permitting 
backyard chickens is R-4,  Suburban High  
Density Residential. Other excluded zonings are 
any business district or mixed-use district. 
Check the Village’s Zoning Map to see what 
your residence is zoned. 

 
Requirements 

Article 7, division 8: Special Standards for  
Accessory Land Uses describes what standards 
backyard chickens must meet (paraphrased): 

a) No more than 4 chickens may be kept. 

b) The keeping of roosters is prohibited. 

c) The slaughter of chickens on the  
premises is prohibited. 

d) Chickens shall be provided with a  
covered enclosure and must be kept in the 
covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure at 
all times. 

e) The enclosure housing chickens shall be 
located at least 25 feet from any  
residential structure on an adjacent lot. 

f) The owner, operator, or tenant shall register 
(free) the premise where chickens are kept 
with the Wisconsin Department of  
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
as required by state law and maintain such 
registration for so long as may be required. 

Selecting a breed 

There are many different types of hens to choose 
from. Some cold-hardy, high egg-producing 
(almost one egg every day) breeds are Australorps, 
Plymouth Rocks, Sussex’ and Leghorns.  

 
Raising from chicks 

Raising hens from chicks is the easiest and most 
common method.  One week old chicks need a 
temperature of 90-95°F. Lower the temperature 5° 
F each week by raising the heat lamp, to a  
minimum temperature of 70-75°F. The heat lamp 
should be hung be a chain, not its cord, and 
should have a red bulb. Many boxes or cages are 
suitable to use as the initial brooder for chicks. 
Pine shavings should be used for litter. A starter 
feed and constant access to water is also  
mandatory. After 5-8 weeks, when they get their 
feathers, they can be moved to a coop. 

 
Shelter 

The coop should be elevated, insulated, and is  
recommended to be at least 3 square feet per hen, 
with a minimum of 7 feet. The floor should have a 
tight seal with the walls to prevent mites and other 
bugs from proliferating in crevices. Pine shavings 
is a common, inexpensive and effective bedding 
material. At least 2” of shavings is recommended, 
with more in the winter months for insulation. 

Elevated perches and a nesting box should also be 
included; one nesting box for every two hens. 
Nesting boxes are typically 18” L x 12” W x 18” H, 
are lined with pine shavings, and have a lip to  
prevent the eggs from rolling out. Heat lamps  
during the winter months are recommended; they 
keep the coop warm and can extend the  
egg-laying season. Last, an enclosed run should be 
provided around the coop. Runs usually measure 
6’-10’ L x 3’-6’ W, and can go under an elevated 
coop for space savings. 

 

Village Ordinance Requirements Tips for Raising Chickens 

Feeding, health and safety 

Chickens will eat just about anything, which 
includes grass, weeds, bugs, small animals, 
meat, their own eggs, and especially table 
scraps. Chicken feed should be their main  
staple, and can be given to the chickens at  
certain times, or left out for the chickens to eat 
as they do in nature- in small amounts and  
frequently. The feed should be stored in a  
secure manner to prevent rodents, and needs 
to be kept dry to prevent mold. If you use a 
gravity feeder, a large lip should be present, as 
chickens’ pecking manner tends to spray food. 
Water should also be provided, 24/7; water 
drips are common, as they are quite sanitary.   

 
Composting 

Chicken droppings make excellent fertilizer for 
your yard, but needs to be composted first, as 
its high nitrogen content makes it too “hot.” 
The waste should be composted in a relatively 
air-tight and predator-proof container for at 
least 120 days prior to dispersing.  
 

In conclusion, keeping backyard chickens can 

be a very rewarding activity. This brochure is 
only an overview, thus, if you are still interested, 
we encourage you to delve further into the  
subject with the links on the back of this  
pamphlet.  

 

 

http://www.town-menasha.com/wp-content/uploads/Departments/CommDev/Zoning%20Map.pdf

